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“A rollercoaster of emotions, comparisons and contrasts.”
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Gordon Road Girls School made us very welcome and we were greeted as part of their team on arrival.  The school is beautifully maintained, light and airy with “winter” flowers in the school grounds – particularly roses!
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The pupils are taught at GRGS until they are twelve years old.  They are mainly taught by their designated Grade Teacher and change classrooms to be taught by specialists in subjects such as art, drama and music, PE and ICT.

All pupils were extremely polite, confident and neatly attired in their winter uniforms – temperatures averaged 23C and our hosts were concerned in case we felt cold dressed in our short sleeved wear.

We appreciated the opportunity to observe and partake in lessons, opportunity was also afforded to us in our specialists’ fields.  Miss Turner was able to link up with Miss Algie, Year1 / 2 teacher, who visited Woodheys in 2008. Mrs Bloor was able to link up with Mr Somlal (ICT), who visited Woodheys through Afritwin in September 2006.
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We were both delighted when asked to join their staff training - “Body Mapping” - on Friday p.m.  We have asked for the training notes to be e-mailed…….so hopefully Woodheys Staff too can experience the delights and surprises of “Body Mapping”.

We were very fortunate to be able to link up with Springfield Road Primary School Staff, who were visiting their Twinned School, Clarence Road in Durban – both Mr Moth and Miss Cottom stayed at the same B + B as ourselves, which made our twinning so much stronger.  We were able to discuss and share experiences and plan with our twinned schools for a bright future.
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On Thursday the staff at Vumokuhle requested that we visit two further developing schools in Umlazi, both needing support and twinning, whilst on our way to visit Vumokuhle School.  This highlighted how much has been done to aid Vumokuhle School both the premises, pupils and their respective families and staff.  “Little Woodheys”, as it is affectionately known, is fully utilised - a large group of young children receive care and education during the school day, whilst their parent / parents work to enable them to feed their respective families. In the evenings, groups of local adults meet and create a positive community.
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A shocking statistic highlights the contrast between Gordon Road Girls School, Woodheys School and Vumokuhle.  At Vumokuhle School 70% of all their pupils are either HIV positive or have been abused.  The children have a thirst for learning, are very well mannered – indeed an extremely humbling experience.  In the Principal’s Office is a rota for teachers to attend funerals of both the children and their families.
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With the help of our sustained funding and their experience of the twinning – visiting Woodheys School, the school community is becoming more sustainable – crops are grown and tended by both children and adults and the bounty fairly distributed amongst them.  The Government Authorities have visited the school and been so impressed at their ‘get up and achieve’ attitude that additional money has been allocated to the school and new classrooms are currently being built.

All this has only taken place through the Afritiwn Project; without it Vumokuhle School would not have improved in the manner it has. The children now have dreams.  Without dreams there are no aspirations.  Woodheys has truly helped to make a difference.

During our Summer Fair there will be opportunities for interested pupils and their parents to view images from South Africa and to chat with members of staff who have had first hand opportunity to experience the highs and the lows, and to appreciate the very real need to continue to support this project.  ”We originally planted the seeds, which are now saplings…..let us all see them reach maturity.”

Thank you to everyone who has supported Woodheys and the Afrtiwin Project in the past……here’s to making a difference and our joint futures.

Mrs Gaynor Bloor and Miss Laura Turner

Latest News from Vumokuhle School:

“Thanks is just a portion of deep appreciation for sharing so much goodness from your heart” 

With love Vumokuhle Staff.

“When someone reaches out to help it does so much to others.  My thanks is genuine and it is never quite enough.  Keep well and give my regards to all at Woodheys.  With God at your side everything is possible”  

Gugu Radebe retired Principal - who visited Woodheys in June 2006.

Afritwin and Curriculum links.

As agreed with the British Council, projects which are curriculum linked and embedded within each school’s curriculum are shared and exchanged during twinning visits.

When Mrs Bloor and Miss Turner visited GRGS and Vumokuhle Schools KS1 Water and KS2 ICT – Our Royal Family projects were exchanged.

The children’s work in ICT was of such high quality and attainment that Head Teacher Awards were given to 17 pupils:

Hannah Blackburn
Charlotte Murray
Zareen Fayyaz

Israth Ali
Olivia Creely
Jenna Galloway

Anna Bridgeman
Jessica Webber
Sam Smith

Justin Betts
Eleanor Barrass
Amy Lea

Iren Rayokova
Edward Zhang
Joshua Barass

Emma Rowlinson
Clare Zhou


A copy of The Royal Family Project is on display in the school corridor for everyone to share.

QCA: During Key Stage 2 pupils use a wider range of ICT tools and information sources to support their work in other subjects.  They develop their research skills and decide what information is appropriate for their work.  They begin to question the plausibility and quality of information.  They learn how to amend their work and present it in a way that suits its audience.

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding.

1. Finding things out.

2. Developing ideas and making things happen.

3. Exchanging and sharing information.

4. Reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses.
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