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    Woodheys Primary School

Key Stage 1 Newsletter – Autumn Term 2009
Dear Parents,

Welcome back, we hope that you all had a peaceful and happy summer.  It was lovely to see so many smiling faces to greet us at the start of the Term.  Both children and staff are refreshed and looking forward to an interesting and exciting Autumn Term.  
A very warm welcome to all children who have moved from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1.  This is quite a change for them and their teachers will be ensuring that the transition is a smooth one. As always, we greatly value the support parents and carers give their children.  Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with any points of concern so that they can be looked into before difficulties escalate.
The Autumn Term is a favourite time of the year with many exciting things to look forward to.

Here are a few dates to note:

	16.9.08





	Anti Bullying Assembly for the whole school.

	21.9.08




	International Peace Day.


	1.10.09




	Black History Month

	06.10.09





	Tempus Fugit Theatre Company – performing Rama and Sita for Key Stage 1.

	21.10.09



	Harvest Festival – parents of Y5 pupils will be invited to join our assembly.


	22.10.09



	Parents Evening – more details to follow.


	10.11.09



	“Woodheys approach to teaching maths” – further details will follow.

	15.12.09




	Key Stage 1 Christmas Party – further details to follow.


Other dates, such as Christmas activities, Parents’ Association events and so on will be included in the regular newsletters.
Thursday afternoons will continue to be set aside for Planning, Preparation and Assessment.  Whilst staff are involved in these activities Mrs Eyden, Mrs Bloor and a member of staff from the Trafford Sports Development Team will be working with the Year 1 and Year 2 classes.

Following is an outline of the work we hope to cover in the main core curriculum subjects during the Autumn Term.
Literacy

[image: image10.wmf]Within both year groups the Literacy Hour will focus on the following range of objectives:

· Phonic and spelling investigations. 

· Comprehension work.

· Vocabulary extensions and dictionary work.

· Practice in grammar, punctuation and sentence construction.

· Independent reading and writing.

· Handwriting practice.

Each year group has a different range of texts.  Some link to other areas of study in the curriculum.

	Year 1
	Year 2



	Range:

Fiction and poetry: stories with familiar settings: stories and rhymes with predictable and repetitive patterns.

Non-fiction: Signs, labels, captions, lists and instructions.

	Range:

Fiction and poetry: Stories and a variety of poems with familiar settings.
Non-Fiction: Instructions.



Throughout all these activities the children’s reading and writing skills are being developed.  It is important for the children to read the school reading books but we hope that we are encouraging the desire to read for a variety of reasons.  Reading should be for pleasure.  Our children are very lucky that you and your families share our vision and support us in developing their comprehension skills.  It is crucial to not only read but fully understand what they have read.  There is a website www.lovereading4schools.co.uk which provides age related reading lists for children.
Numeracy

The teaching programme for each group will include:

	Year 1
	Year 2


	· Counting, properties of numbers and number sequences.

· Understanding place value and ordering.

· Understanding addition and subtraction facts. 

· Mental calculations strategies.

· Money and real life problems.

· Reasoning about shapes.

· Handling data.
	Development and extension of:

· Counting, properties of number and number sequences. 

· Understanding of addition and subtraction.

· Place value, ordering, estimating and rounding.

· Mental calculation strategies.

· Money and real life problems.

· Measures, including problems.

· Making decisions and checking results.

· Handling data.


The children already have their individual Numeracy targets but can develop a greater understanding in many real life situations e.g.
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· Looking at patterns in house numbers.

· Weighing ingredients when baking and carrying shopping.

· Adding up when looking at prices in the supermarket.

· Looking at real life shapes, all around us.

· Walking to and from school could include practice in recall of addition and subtraction facts.

Science

The programmes of study for this term for both year groups are:

[image: image12.jpg]



· Health and Growing
· Using Electricity
These are very exciting areas to be explored and we will be very grateful for your support in exploring them.  We are anticipating a highly interactive term in which the children will be encouraged to become independent and self motivated learners.  In all aspects of the curriculum we are endeavouring to foster a work ethic sparked by curiosity, through which the children will become more focused and learning will become more personalised.
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Computers

Increasingly in today’s society ICT is used in almost every walk of life.  As a result of this it also has a prominent place within the school curriculum.  Children’s awareness of the keyboard, selecting and completing simple programs develops from an early age.  Why not try a few of these useful sites with your children?

· www.nrich.maths.org.uk/primary
· www.snaithprimary.eril.net
· www.Aplusmath.com
· www.bbc.co.uk/schools
· www.wordshark.co.uk
· www.ictgames.com
· www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk
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Religious Education – “Peace begins with a smile.”  
The work covered is in accordance with the Trafford recommended syllabus.  Each year group will look at the Christian faith under the headings of the Bible, Jesus and the Church.  We will celebrate the festivals of other world religions where appropriate. Throughout these activities the children will be encouraged to consider and discuss how we can all work together to try to create and maintain a peaceful world.  As always we would be grateful if any families are celebrating a special festival if they could provide us with more information or visit school.
 Mother Teresa
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Foundation Subjects

Work in the Foundation Subjects (Geography, History, Design Technology, Physical Education and Music) will continue in accordance with the exemplar schemes of work prepared jointly by the Qualification and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and the Department for Education and Skills (DES).
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General Reminders
Can we also remind parents that children must walk into the playground unaccompanied before the whistle at 8.55 a.m.?  If, for any reason your child seems particularly upset, please bring him/her in through the main Entrance.  Such occasions are very rare at Woodheys!  Afternoon school finishes at 3.20 p.m. and we ask parents/carers to be prompt picking up their children.  If, for some reason, you are delayed, a telephone call to school will avoid your child becoming upset.  Parents collecting Key Stage 2 children will need to collect their younger children first, at 3.20pm.  As always the safety of your children is uppermost in our minds so could we remind parents how important it is that teachers are aware who is collecting their child from school.  This is particularly crucial for parents using after school care e.g. Childminders, Good Buddies, and Beanstalks etc.  It would be helpful if those parents could confirm in writing to their child’s teacher any after school arrangements.
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Could you ensure that your child’s possessions are clearly labelled and that P.E. kits are in school at all times.  Although indoor P.E. times are timetabled, outdoor lesson times can vary according to the weather.  If necessary, P.E. kits can be taken home on a Friday but must be back in school on Monday.

During this term we hope to be able to use our school grounds on a regular basis.  We would be very grateful if the children could bring and keep here a pair of named wellies. 
Throughout the next few weeks teachers will be carrying out assessments in Literacy and Numeracy.  Although the children will be reading in school they will not be bringing home reading books until the week beginning Monday 14th September.
Year 1 and 2 children read in small groups as well as independently.  Reading books are changed weekly.  Please ensure your child has his/her reading books and reading record every day so they are available when required.  Learning to read is the most valuable skill. We cannot over estimate the importance of parents listening to their child read regularly.  We would also appreciate your help in keeping reading books in a clean, dry bag away from lunch-time drinks.  Several books were ruined by spillages last year.  Please do take the utmost care as all lost or damaged books carry a £5 charge.
Looking ahead, May is a very important month for the Year 2 children, as they will be doing their Key Stage 1 tests, enabling Teacher Assessments to be completed.  It is vital that all children are in school at this time.  This may need to be taken into consideration when planning holidays.  We are looking forward to a happy and enjoyable Autumn Term.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs B. Robinson, 
Miss B. Lane 

Miss L Turner.
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