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Key Stage 1 Newsletter – Summer Term 2010
Dear Parents,

[image: image3.jpg]



How fast the Spring Term disappeared with so many interesting and unusual events and activities.  Initially the winter wonderland was a welcome sight and hopefully the severe temperatures of January and February are behind us.  In the days to come, we are going to make the most of our amazing school grounds through “Learning Outdoors” to enhance many areas of the curriculum.  
Sport
The children were very eager to participate in tennis lessons with coaches from Brooklands Tennis Club.  It has been very pleasing to see this enthusiasm continuing in the after school tennis club.
International Week
During this week the children really enjoyed a taste of Indian Dancing and many other activities culminating with the very successful International Food Night.
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Parents Evening

Many thanks to all our parents and we greatly appreciate your comments.
World Book Day

What a fantastic collection of characters!  An extra ordinary day at school where children shared their favourite stories and authors.
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Dates for your diary
21.04.10 
Spanish Day
17th -22nd May 2010 

The Great Plant Hunt Week www.greatplanthunt.org
16.06.10
Whole class photo

23.06.10
Educational trip to Chester Zoo*

30.06.10
KS1 Sports Day pm*

01.07.10
Reserve Sports Day am

07.07.10
Open Evening*

* Further information will follow.
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Summer Term

Following is an outline of the work we hope to cover in the main core curriculum subjects during the Summer Term: 

SATS

It is a busy term with Year 2 doing their SAT’s tests in May.  They will have lots of practice opportunities and Miss Lane and Mrs Robinson will do their best to keep the children relaxed and focused.  Our aim is to ensure they do their best and enable us to make a realistic assessment of the level they are working at in the National Curriculum.  Results will be reported to parents in July.
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Literacy

Within all year groups the Literacy Hour will focus on the following range of objectives:

· Phonic and spelling investigations. 

· Comprehension work.

· Vocabulary extensions and dictionary work.

· Practice in grammar, punctuation and sentence construction.
· Independent reading and writing.

· Handwriting practice.
Each year group has a different range of texts.  Some link to other areas of study in the curriculum.

	Year 1


	Year 2



	Range:

Fiction and poetry: stories about fantasy worlds, poems with patterned and predictable structures, a variety of poems on similar themes.

Non-fiction:  information texts including recounts of observations, visits, events.
	Range:

Fiction and poetry: extended stories by significant children’s authors; different stories by the same author; texts with languages play e.g. riddles, tongue-twisters, humorous verses and stories.

Non-Fiction:  information books including non-chronological reports.




Throughout all these activities the children’s reading and writing skills are being developed.  
It is important for the children to read the school reading books but we hope that we are encouraging the desire to read for a variety of reasons.  
Reading should be for pleasure.  
Our children are very lucky that you share our vision and support us in developing their comprehension skills.  
It is crucial to not only read but fully understand what they have read.
Numeracy

The teaching programme for each group will include:

	Year 1


	Year 2



	· Counting, properties of numbers and number sequences.

· Understanding place value and ordering.

· Understanding addition and subtraction facts. 

· Mental calculations strategies.

· Money and real life problems.

· Reasoning about shapes.

· Handling data.
	Development and extension of:

· Counting, properties of number and number sequences. 

· Understanding of addition and subtraction.

· Place value, ordering, estimating and rounding.

· Mental calculation strategies.

· Money and real life problems.

· Measures, including problems.

· Making decisions and checking results.

· Handling data.




All the children already have their individual numeracy targets but can develop a greater understanding in many real life situations e.g.

· Looking at patterns in house numbers.

· Weighing ingredients when baking and carrying shopping.

· Adding up when looking at prices in the supermarket.

· Looking at real life shapes, all around us.

· Walking to and from school could include practice in recall of addition and subtraction facts.
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Science
The Programmes of study for this term for both year groups are: 
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· Variation
· Plants and animals in the environment.
Throughout the year we are increasingly incorporating the school grounds into many areas of the curriculum.  Both science topics will spontaneously engage with the great outdoors.  We have already planted a variety of flower and vegetable seeds and hope to transplant these soon!  As the children monitor their development we will be looking forward to enjoying the fruits of their labour!
We have organised a trip to Chester Zoo on Wednesday 23rd June.  Due to safeguarding procedures to be followed would any parent / carer interested in accompanying us let us know as soon as possible.

This will link well with Variation.  The children will be able to use this visit to help them recognise similarities and differences between animals and themselves.  The topic aims to help children sort animals and plants into groups and develop simple investigations to measure and compare living things.
Religious Education

The work covered is in accordance with the Trafford recommended syllabus.  Each year group will look at the Christian faith under the headings of the Bible, Jesus and the Church.  The children will alongside this theme investigate other Places of Worship visited by our families.  We will celebrate the festivals of other world religions where appropriate.  As always we would be grateful if any families are celebrating a special festival if they could provide us with more information or visit school.

Foundation Subjects

Work in the Foundation Subjects (Geography, History, Information Communication Technology, Design Technology, Physical Education and Music) will continue in accordance with the exemplar schemes of work prepared jointly by the Qualification and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and the Department for Education and Skills (DES).
Art and Design
Rosemary Norton is to visit school to work with the children using natural materials.

General Information


It is quite amazing how quickly this year is going and with this in mind we are trying to prepare the children for their next class, especially the Year 2 children who will join KS2 in September.

Gradually throughout the last half term many aspects of life in the juniors will be discussed.  Also it is anticipated that the children will visit and participate in activities in Year 3.
If you have made arrangements for someone else to collect your child, could you please ensure that the appropriate information is given to the class teacher.  If it is a last minute arrangement please inform the School Office.  For obvious safety reasons your child will only be allowed to go with yourselves or carers nominated by yourself.

We would all like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to the Parent’s Association for all the support they have provided this term and especially the cream eggs!

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs B Robinson, Miss B Lane, Miss L Turner.
Mrs G Bloor, Mrs T Jones, Mrs D Mitchell.
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