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Woodheys Primary School

Nursery Newsletter

January, 2010
Dear Parents,

We hope you have had a happy Christmas holiday.  The New Year brings a fresh start and, with luck, some of our resolutions will be fulfilled!  This year we have had an unusual start to the term which, no doubt, brought a smile to some young and some not so young faces!
We were sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Ellis last half term. As many of you know the family have now moved to Peterborough. In her place, we are pleased to welcome Mrs Edwards as the latest addition to our team.

This letter will include a brief outline of the work we hope to cover during the next term.

For the next few weeks we will be taking a seasonal theme and looking at detecting winter and looking at types of weather, winter foods, winter clothes, winter festivals, caring for animals and so on. These topics will provide opportunities for the children to look at their local environment and through thinking about birds and animals will draw their attention to the needs of others and how to treat living things with care.  Observation is a strong element of the topic.  For example, exploring and recognising features of living things in both local and worldwide habitats. Throughout all the activities the children will be given a chance to talk about their experiences and to ask questions.

Over the next two terms linking sounds to letters forms a more prominent part of our work. We will continue to play with sounds, songs and rhymes and lead onto hearing and saying initial sounds and knowing which letters represent some of the sounds. Each week we will focus on one letter and this will be displayed in the cloakroom.  You may wish to follow up the ‘letter of the week’ by looking out for things on the way home, which begin with the sound, play I Spy and so on.

In order for this work to be successful, the children need to be good listeners. We set aside short periods of time each day to play listening games. This is a skill which we put high on our agenda. We believe that without the ability to listen well, the children may become disadvantaged as learners.
Within Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy the children, at the appropriate levels, will look at positional language, size and shape and matching numbers and quantity. If parents would like any ideas concerning how to support your child with this work, we will be happy to talk to you about it.
General Reminders

Thank you to those who have already given us their contributions for this half term. The money from last term was spent not only on daily snacks and baking ingredients but also on replacement jigsaws, new games and the Christmas party and presents. Can I make a plea that all contributions are brought in as soon as possible, I know that the Christmas period leaves a dent in all our pockets so any contribution will be welcome.
If you have made arrangements for someone else to pick up your child, could you ensure that the appropriate information is given to one of the adults in the Nursery.
If you feel more comfortable giving us a prearranged password we are happy to keep a record of that. If it is a last minute arrangement, a message will be relayed from the school office. For obvious safety reasons your child will only be allowed to go with yourselves or carers nominated by yourselves.

At the end of last term all the children could successfully put on their coats without our help, except for zips and buttons.  Since the beginning of term this skill seems to have been forgotten. You are obviously being far too kind!!! Please encourage independence even if it does take a little longer.

I appreciate that it is difficult to return to routine after a holiday but can I remind parents/carers that Nursery begins at 9am for the morning children and 1pm for the afternoon children. Plans for the sessions are affected by latecomers.

If you have older children in school you will be receiving letters concerning an evening for parents on Thursday, 11th March. The nursery will also be open on this date and you are welcome to look at our displays. If you would like to see me personally between 4.00–6.00 p.m. on Thursday please arrange a time with me.  As always, appointments can be arranged after the morning or afternoon session to discuss any particular concerns or general progress.
Looking ahead to the end of term, the main school closes on Friday, 26th March at 2.00 p.m.  The last day for the Nursery will be on Thursday, 25th March. 
We are looking forward to as healthy a term as possible but if your child seems unwell please keep him/her at home to avoid further infection. The recommended return time after a bout of sickness and/or diarrhoea is 48 hours after the symptoms have ceased. An absence letter needs to be brought to nursery when your child returns.

[image: image3.wmf]Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs D. Jones, Mrs L. Knight and Mrs J. Edwards



� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���











[image: image4.wmf] 

_1324875133.doc
[image: image1.png]






