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                     Summer Term, 2010
Dear Parents, 
After 33 years at Woodheys we were very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Jones at the end of last term.   We would like to say a huge “thank you” for all her dedication and hard work in fostering the children’s development and wish her a happy and fulfilling retirement.   Our new Nursery Teacher is Mrs Hardy who is looking forward to working with the children. She is always happy to discuss the children’s needs and progress at a mutually convenient time.
We would like to thank all those who came to our Open Morning or Afternoon at the end of last term. The children were very excited to see you and to share some of their activities with you.  
We will be putting new pictures onto the Nursery section of the website as the term progresses.  Keep checking the Woodheys Primary School website and click on Classes at Woodheys on the menu.
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[image: image5.wmf]This letter will include a brief outline of the work we hope to cover during the next term.  Initially our activities will link to a seasonal theme of new growth and living things.  This topic gives opportunities for the children to look at how animals and plants grow and adapt to different habitats. We will be spending time planting in our outside area and watching out for tadpoles growing in the pond.
Weekend Sheets

We are also hoping to build on the success, of the Weekend Sheets. Reluctant talkers seemed to have found a voice and are happily telling everybody their news. It would not have been nearly so successful without your effort. Please don’t give up now, there will always be a supply of sheets in the cloakroom or any piece of paper will do, including print-outs on the computer if this is your preferred medium. The use of digital photographs for picture-prompts is a quick and easy record of your activities and is a useful tool for jogging your child’s memory. 
Literacy Focus

In order to continue to promote ‘language for communication’; we have decided to set up a cafe in the role-play area to develop vocabulary and speaking and listening skills. We are hoping to add healthy choices of food to the menu.  Perhaps you and your child could visit a café to enrich this play opportunity. 
Additional literacy work will involve encouraging the children to:-

· use a wider variety of vocabulary in more complex sentences

· listen and join in  with rhyming activities

· speak to peers and adults about needs and interests

· show an interest in illustrations and print in books, predict what might happen

· give meaning to marks on paper.

Mathematical Focus

The main concepts for numeracy are developing mathematical vocabulary, particularly linked to size, shape and pattern.  Another priority this term will be recognising, ordering, counting and writing numbers.  There will be lots of practical opportunities for sorting, comparing and adding together groups of objects.
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General Reminders

Thank you to those who have already given us their contribution for this half term’s snack and nursery fund.  The half term payment is £10.00.  If it is more convenient to pay the full amount for the term then please do so.  We fully understand if you have lost track of payments please see us if this is the case!

Now is the time of year when one of our targets is to prepare the children for a smooth transition into the Reception Class in September, whether they are continuing at Woodheys or going to another school. We will soon be starting a ‘signing in’ system when the children come into Nursery.  This is to encourage the children to write their name and, where possible, to use the correct grip and letter formation. By the end of term you will be amazed at the progress your child has made.  

We appreciate that it is difficult to return to routine after a holiday but can we remind parents/carers that Nursery begins at 9am for the morning session and 1pm for the afternoon. Our main teaching focus takes place immediately after registration and those who are late miss this vital time. It is also good practice for September when late marks are given if a child is not in school on time.

Following the recent, and very welcome, rise in temperature we are hoping to increase the use of activities in our outside area so the children may need sun hats and, if necessary, an application of long lasting sun cream before coming to Nursery. 
We have another busy term ahead of us.  Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs J Hardy
Nursery Teacher
Mrs L Knight           Mrs J Edwards

Teaching Assistants
