Reception Newsletter
 Dear Parents,

Happy New Year to everyone and welcome back to a busy term ahead.
Brief outline of the work we hope to cover during the next term.

Our topics for the next two half terms are ‘Once upon a time’ and ‘Water all Around Us’. We will be doing lots of exciting activities covering all the areas of learning. 

In our literacy sessions we will be focusing on traditional stories which will include retelling stories and showing an understanding of story elements e.g. beginning, middle, end and characters. Alongside this we will continue to reinforce the jolly phonic sounds and the skills of word building. It is so important that your child practises their sounds and words at home as much as possible. Your child needs to be familiar with these words before they start their first reading book. As all children progress at different rates you will find some children bringing home books before others. The reading books are costly to replace and can only be bought in packs of six so we ask that they are looked after carefully.

In our Numeracy sessions we will be introducing a number of the week which we will be using to focus on number formation leading to number combining when ready. We will also be investigating size and measurements using the appropriate language e.g. smallest, taller.
Hungry pig                         
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Our hungry pig is very hungry and is waiting to be fed! Thank you to all those parents who contributed to the hungry pig last term. With all your kind donations we were able to provide a variety of tasting experiences for the children for example samosas, pumpkin soup, naan bread, melon, raisins and sweetcorn. We also bought a couple of new costumes for our Christmas performance and some new small world woodland animals.
International schools
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Last year we achieved international school status. Within Reception we are learning about the world through food and travel. Each week we taste food from around the world. Our class bear Freddie loves to travel the world but this year he is still awaiting a holiday. If you are travelling anywhere please let us know as Freddie would love to join you. Freddie’s travels will be displayed on our world map display.
Dates for the diary 

· Monday 26th January – Chinese New Year week.

· Thursday 12th  February – Parents Meeting 6pm - This is a follow on from our successful meeting in October. It will focus on reading and writing within the reception class. We do recommend that all parents try to attend without their children.   
· Friday 13th  February – To end our ‘Once Upon a Time’ topic we are asking children to come dressed as a story character for the day. We are asking for a £1 donation for Age Concern.
· Wednesday 25th  February –Individual Parents Evening to discuss your child’s progress and targets – To gain the most from this meeting it would be very beneficial to have attended the meeting on the 13th  February. Further details will follow.
· Thursday 19th  March – Parents afternoon – A chance for the children to show you around their classroom and be the teacher! Again further details will follow
A few reminders – In fact quite a lot !!
Since Christmas the children have all come to school with a wonderful array of new hats, scarves, gloves and coats. We are trying our best to keep these articles with their appropriate owners but, as you will appreciate without clear labelling this is almost impossible! Please ensure that all clothing is clearly named. Please also help your child to become more independent by encouraging them to put on and fasten their own coat.

A reminder also that toys may be brought into school only if a specific request has been made by the teacher. This is usually to display on the sound tray. All other toys are safer left at home.
We are looking forward to as healthy a term as possible but if your child seems unwell please keep him/her at home to avoid further infection. An absence letter needs to be brought to school when your child returns.
As requested previously your child needs to bring their sound book to school on a daily basis otherwise their phonic knowledge cannot be monitored. We do appreciate your co-operation in this matter.
Thank you for your continued support. 

Miss Perry, Miss Kennedy and the Reception Team






