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Woodheys Primary School 
ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING POLICY

OVERVIEW

WPS has a successful strategy for the assessment of pupils’ achievement to measure attainment, to enhance learning, to improve the rates at which pupils make progress and to report accurately to parents. Our school has structured and systematic assessment systems that are used effectively to make regular and accurate assessments of pupils’ achievement and progress.

OBJECTIVES

1. Teachers to know where pupils are in their learning

2. Teachers to show learners where they need to go next to improve

3. To show learners how to get there and provide them with the necessary knowledge skills and understanding to be successful and to make good progress.

4. For all teachers to use formative assessment to accurately identify each learner’s achievement and to ensure that each is making good progress

5. To ensure that teaching is effective and  that learning is meaningful

6. To raise standards

7. To support teachers in using assessment to improve and plan provision

8. To keep teacher’s workload and record keeping to the minimum necessary

STRATEGIES

· Teachers will involve learners in the setting of learning objectives

· Teachers will use peer and self-assessment
· Teachers will carry out continuous formative assessment based on their accurate observations of the children they teach.

· Learners will be treated as partners in learning and given immediate feedback and targets for improvement agreed with learners

· Teachers will build a clear profile of learners’ achievement across the curriculum supported in their assessment by the APP materials to enable accurate judgements to be made about Levels and Sub-Levels of attainment and progress. 

· Teachers will use their assessment to shape future planning and target setting

· Assessments will be used for reporting to parents and to those involved in the next stage of education

OUTCOMES

We will track learners’ progress regularly and accurately. Every learner will know how it is doing, understand what it needs to do to improve and know how to get there.  Every teacher will be equipped to make accurate judgements of pupils’ attainment, understand the concepts and principles of progression and use assessment judgements to forward plan.

Revised and adopted by the Governing Body ……………..
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Strategy for Assessment for Learning and For Assessing Pupils’ Progress
Aim – To put into place our Policy for Assessment for Learning by developing a successful process of formative assessment of pupils’ achievement to enhance learning and improve the rates at which pupils make progress:

Objectives

· Teachers to know where pupils are in their learning

· Teachers to show learners where they need to go next to improve

· To show learners how to get there and provide them with the necessary knowledge skills and understanding to be successful and to make good progress.

· For all teachers to use formative assessment to accurately identify each learner’s achievement and to ensure that each is making good progress

· To ensure that teaching is effective and  that learning is meaningful

· To raise standards

· To support teachers in using assessment to improve and plan provision

· To support of Personalising Learning

· To keep teacher’s workload and record keeping to the minimum necessary.

Methodology

1. Day-to-day

· Learners to be involved as partners in setting objectives for learning

· Peer and self-assessment to be used and encouraged

· Teachers to carry out continuous formative assessment based on their accurate observations of the children they teach.

· Pupils treated as partners in learning and given immediate feedback: 

So that every child

Knows how they are doing

Understands what they need to do to improve

Knows how to get there

Is well supported

Is motivated to succeed

· Targets for improvement agreed with learners

· Praise and rewards are used to celebrate learners’ success and to build their self confidence and self esteem.

2. Periodic

· Teachers build a clear profile of learners’ achievement across the curriculum.

· The process of Assessing Pupils Progress will be supported by the structured approach developed by QCA APP criteria to enable accurate judgements to be made about Levels and Sub-Levels.* 

· Use of national standards in the classroom at key points to check progress.

· Using assessment to shape future planning and target setting

3.Transitional

· Formal recognition of learners’ achievements

· Reporting to parents and next stage of education

· Use of external tests or tasks

     Assessments will be:

· Accurate

· Fair

· Reliable

· Useful

· Focused

· Continuous

Outcomes

    1. Every child

· Knows how they are doing

· Understands what they need to do to improve

· Knows how to get there

· Is well supported

· Is motivated to succeed

· Has targets for improvement

· Is given praise and reward to celebrate success and to build self confidence and self esteem.

2. Every Teacher

· Will be equipped to make accurate judgements of pupils’ attainment

· Understands the concepts and principles of progression

· Uses assessment judgements to forward plan

3. Our School

· Will have structured and systematic assessment systems
· Makes regular and accurate assessments of pupils’ achievement and progress
· Tracks learners progress regularly and accurately
4. Every Parent and Carer

· Knows how their child is doing

· Knows what their child needs to do to improve

· Knows how they can support their child

· Knows how to support teachers

In line with our Equal Opportunities and Inclusion Policies and our Disability Equality Scheme, we are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to children reaching their full potential.  Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless or race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.

Associated documents

Appendix 1 – Assessment Timetable Key Stage 1 and 2 

Appendix 2 – Blank ICT and Foundation Subject Assessment Sheet

Appendix 3 – Blank APP recording sheet

Appendix 4 – Blank “Moveable Middles” monitoring proforma

Member of staff responsible: N.Hitchcock

Date policy written: Feb 2010

Date approved by full governing body:

Date to be reviewed: Feb 2013

Assessment Timetable KS1 and KS2 2009/10

	When?
	What are we assessing?
	Where will the evidence be recorded?



	Autumn Term

October half term

On-going throughout the term

At any point between Sept and Dec

On-going throughout the term
	APP writing (6 pupils selected from a range of abilities) Evidence from the above writing and four other pieces of independently produced writing in subject areas other than literacy)

Spelling – SPAR test
Maths – Rising Stars end of unit assessments

Reading – Lancashire reading grid 

ICT and Foundation subjects – key skills in these subjects assessed using “ICT and Foundation subject assessment sheet”
	· Class writing file

· Termly target sheet for parents and in pupils’ books

· Class assessment file

· Class assessment file

· Class assessment file

· Termly target sheet for parents and in pupils’ books

· Class assessment file

· Termly target sheet for parents and in pupils’ books

· Class assessment file



	Spring term

On-going throughout the term


	Writing - APP

Maths – Rising Stars end of unit assessments

Reading – APP

ICT and Foundation subjects
	· Class writing file

· Termly target sheet for parents and in pupils’ books

· Class assessment file

· Class assessment file



	Summer Term

May/June

June

June

On-going throughout the term


	Writing - APP writing

Year 2 SATS in reading, writing and maths.

Year 3,4,5 optional SATS

Reading – NFER comprehension tests and APP

Y5 verbal and non-verbal reasoning skills NFER test

ICT and Foundation subjects
	· Class writing file

· Termly target sheet for parents and in pupils’ books

· Class assessment file

· Annual report

· Results to AC (PIMS)




· Maths APP will follow in 2010/11.

· There are a number of other assessments that teachers undertake on a regular basis dependent on the age of the children being taught. 

· All children that arrive mid year will be assessed on entry (SPAR spelling test, NFER maths and reading test).  
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