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HISTORY

POLICY STATEMENT

This document is a statement of the aims, objectives and strategies for the teaching and learning of History at Woodheys Primary School.  
It was developed during the Summer Term of 2009 through a process of consultation with teaching staff.
Contents
                                                                                                                Page:

Policy Statement for History






3













Aims and objectives








4











Curriculum planning








6
Inclusion










6









Special Educational Needs






6
Teaching and learning styles






7









Assessments









7













Resources









7
Cross-curricular links







8














Review of the History Policy






10







Policy Statement for History
The National Curriculum clearly defines the importance of History for all.  The programme of study outlines the two requirements of knowledge, skills and understanding and the breadth of study.

This current policy outlines the delivery of the History Curriculum in 2009.  It results from staff discussion and considers:

· The DFES QCA Guidelines

· The ongoing evaluation of our history experiences at Woodheys.

We intend to give each child history experiences that will meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.

In one sense history means everything that has happened, but the word also means our actual record of what has happened.  This record is a body of knowledge, the content of history; our means of gathering, analysing and interpreting that record.  This is the process of history.  These features of history are inseparable.

The past influences all aspects of our lives, and shapes the customs and beliefs of the communities to which we belong.  History should give children the knowledge to make sense of the many heritages they inherit and the skills with which to interpret their history critically.

Throughout the school, pupils will need to employ some of the concepts used by historians, organise their study of the past, such as continuity and change, causation and consequence.  The process of history is inevitably concerned with the provisional and changing nature of the evidence.

The Aims of Teaching History
Key Stage 1
Pupils should be given opportunities to develop a sense of chronology, to sequence events and objects and to use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time e.g. old, new, before, after, long ago, days of the week, months, years.

Pupils should be helped to develop an awareness of why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.  They should be given opportunities to identify differences between ways of life at different times.

Pupils should be introduced to some of the different ways in which the past is represented e.g. Pictures, written accounts, films, television programmes, plays, songs, reproductions of objects, museum displays.

Pupils should be helped to develop an awareness of some of the ways in which they can find out about the past.  They should be encouraged to ask questions about the past and should have opportunities to learn about the past from a wide range of sources of information, including artefacts, pictures and photographs, adults talking about their own past, written sources, buildings and sites.

Pupils should have the opportunities to communicate their awareness and understanding of history in a variety of ways, including orally, visually and in writing.

Key Stage 2
Pupils should be introduced to the study of history from a variety of perspectives: political, economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, cultural and aesthetic.

Pupils should be taught about the chronology of the main events and developments in the programmes of study.  They should be taught to use dates and terms relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern BC, AD, century, decade, and terms which define different periods e.g. Tudor, Victorian.

Pupils should be given opportunities to extend their historical knowledge by learning about aspects of the programme of study in depth.  They should be helped to make links and connections between the main events and developments studied, both within and across periods.

Pupils should be taught about features of particular periods or situation.  They should be taught about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied and the experiences of men and women in these societies.  They should be taught about the ideas, beliefs and attitudes of the people in the past.

Pupils should be taught to describe and identify reasons for the results of historical events, developments or changes in the periods studied.  Where appropriate pupils should be given opportunities to consider how and why some aspects of the past have been interpreted differently.

Pupils should have opportunities to learn about the periods studied from a range of sources of information, including documents and printed sources, artefacts, pictures and photographs, music, buildings and sites.  They should be helped to understand the value of historical sources for the periods studied.  They should have the opportunities to ask and answer questions, choose sources for use in finding out about an historical topic and collect and record information.

Implementation of the History Curriculum
The school uses the QCA History Schemes of Work organised in cycles over time to facilitate our mixed-age classes.  This scheme is in draft form as we see it, as an evolving and flexible scheme rather than a rigid, fixed one.

The aim is to cover all areas of the history curriculum progressively from the beginning of Key Stage 1 through to the end of Key Stage Two.  Foundation Stage teachers also plan history activities as an introduction to the Key Stage 1 scheme.

History will be taught continually throughout the year, each unit will be covered in weekly blocks.

Children with Special Needs (Inclusion)

In line with our Equal Opportunities and Inclusion Policies and our Disability Equality Scheme we are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to children reaching their full potential.  Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.

Teaching and Learning Styles
It is important to utilise a variety of teaching methods.  These are likely to include presentations, story telling, fieldwork, visits to museums and historic sites, discussions and debate.  The balance between teacher prescription and pupil’s initiative should be appropriate.  There should be a balance between individual, group and class work and opportunities for pupils to talk, listen, read, write and use alternative forms of expression and recording their ideas should be provided.  The approach should be evidence based and investigative, allowing for individual lines of enquiry to be followed.

Assessment
At the end of each unit of study an assessment activity will be implemented.  Ongoing assessment will be through questioning and teacher observation.  The end of unit expectations provide broad descriptions of achievement within each unit and should help teachers to decide where a child’s progress differs markedly from that of the rest of the class.

Resources

Resources are organised to promote more effective learning in history.  Children will experience a variety of fieldwork visits and activities and where appropriate visitors to the classroom will be used as a learning resource.  Access to a wide range of primary resources, especially maps, artefacts, letters and documents is important.  A range of secondary sources will be used, including books, photos and DVD’s.
The contribution of History to Other Subjects
Literacy 

History contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Some of the texts that we use in the Literacy Hour are historical in nature.  Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class.  They develop their writing ability by composing reports and letters and through using writing frames.

Mathematics

History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways.  Children learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through doing activities such as timelines.  Children learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

We use ICT in history teaching where appropriate and we meet the statutory requirements for children to use ICT as part of their work in history in Key Stage 2.  Children use ICT in history to enhance their skills using a variety of programmes and websites and data handling when appropriate in presenting written work.  Children have the opportunity to use a digital camera to record and use photographic images.
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE)

History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education.  Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness.  They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed, and they learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society.  They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for others.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development.

When teaching history, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development where possible, for example, with the Key Stage 1 unit of work, “What are we remembering on Remembrance Day?”  We also provide children with the opportunity to discuss moral questions, or what is right and wrong, when studying topics such as child labour in Victorian Britain.  Children learn about the role of the church in Tudor times and they find out how British society has changed over time.  The History programme of study enables children to understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multicultural British society of today.

Review of the History Policy

This policy is a statement or our intent to deliver the National Curriculum for History.  It has been made with those guidelines in mind.

We will assess our management of History continually as we work in school.

Both formal and informal discussions between teachers contribute to the ongoing review of History.

We propose to review this policy in 2013.
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