
Policy for Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)

Introduction

This policy outlines the practices followed in the teaching of MFL at a Trafford Primary School.
Policy statement

We believe that our children should be taught foreign languages from an age when they are most receptive and open to this.  We wish to form a firm platform on which secondary teaching will sit, giving them a confident, flying start in a highly interactive subject.  All teaching is through a process of introduction, revisiting and consolidation.

The aims of teaching

1. Help the children absorb a MFL in a natural way, through progression, revisiting and a structured building programme.

2. Encourage the children to watch, listen and imitate.

3. Engage in fun learning activities to reinforce and fix the language.

4. Gain confidence in class, group, pair and individual interaction.

5. To reward in a structured way, understood and owned by the pupils.

Principles of the learning and teaching of MFL

Children develop their language through the structured development of four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  All language will be met in an order to build confidence, aid good pronunciation, and to keep all pupils on board in the learning process.  Each skill has its own demands, and is emphasised when relevant to the process and year group.

Progression across the school

During Key Stage 2 pupils focus on a book, song or poem each unit, building up a bank of phrases, words and language in context.  This is delivered through fun learning with games, rhymes and songs. Pupils continue to build their MFLs in different contexts and new language is integrated into their learning programme.  Language is developed using a ‘natural style’ whereby knowledge and skills are developed through experiential learning.  This work builds into Year 6 where the skills needed in secondary education are given a firm foundation through a revision programme to consolidate and refresh, with more emphasis on the written word and honing the skills of predictive spelling.
Strategies for the teaching of MFL

We aim to vary the teaching methods within each lesson in order to provide constant reinforcement for the language being addressed.  This will follow a pattern of practice in social language (name, age, preference, number acquisition etc), and a period of recapitulation for recently acquired knowledge (from the lesson before, the skill being developed the term before etc).  Essential structures or words are introduced in staged sequence.  These are then reinforced through games, activities, interactive sheets or short craft tasks. Each is then woven into extension work. (Sentence length, extended listening, etc)
Planning from the National Curriculum

Our teaching is based on the guidelines of the ‘Languages for All’ document 2003, and is now in line with the Primary Modern Foreign Language Strategy 2005 where our building programme fulfils the objectives recommended.

Cross-curricular links

Different countries’ cultures are embedded in much of what we do.  Class discussions are guided towards such things as the food, the geography, the music, their traditions, their industry, influence in Britain etc.  Discussions are encouraged to be on a comparative basis.

Links with numeracy/literacy

These are planned into lessons with such components as addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, monetary awareness, measuring, estimation etc.  Pronunciation is regularly underpinned by sound awareness and recognition, gesture links, syllable counting and beating.  There is an emphasis on a growing knowledge of the Spanish alphabet, its similarities and differences.  Reading skills are carefully graded, with an introduction to real Spanish children’s books forming an important role.

Links with ICT

Pupils are given access to DVDs and games.  A song DVD is used in conjunction with the specific teaching of the text.  Links to websites and the use of ICT are an increasing part of the delivery of MFLs .
Pupils with Special Educational Needs and MFL

Teachers strive to identify and address any special educational requirements so that all pupils are enabled to participate in MFLs as fully as possible.  For instance, all pupils are given their turn in class work, without exception.  Pupils’ involvement may be harnessed by asking them to lead or share in group or pair work, to give them the confidence to be an active member of the group.  Support for the more demanding tasks or skills is provided by the support teacher, the class teacher or by peers.

Excellence is celebrated in these ways:

1. Constant verbal rewards: Muy bien, fantastico, excelente  etc
2. Performances in Assemblies for other children and parents
3. Yearly certificates outlining areas of learning and newly acquired or enhanced skills.

4. A portfolio containing pictorial evidence of these growing skills.

Inclusion
In line with our Equal Opportunities and Inclusion Policies and our Disability Equality Scheme we are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to children reaching their full potential. Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.
Extra-curricular activities in MFL

During lessons, additional activities may be provided.  Food tasting is a popular one, be it a range of cheese or delicatessen products. Assemblies celebrate and share good practice and skills learned.  An MFL day is planned each year.

Resources

In conjunction with Trafford School Improvement Service, new resources are being produced and integrated each term, as language teaching progresses and diversifies. This includes access to support for authentic, age appropriate songs, dance, reading texts, finger rhymes, music and webcam footage, etc
Our vision for Foundation Stage and Key Stage One

From September 2010, we hope to follow the Trafford Book Project in the early years.  This links into, and underpins, the Embarkation Project with its Catherine Cheater materials, building through Key Stage 2 to deliver all aspects of the National Strategy.

In Key Stage 1 pupils will focus on a book, song or poem each half term, building up a bank of phrases, words and language in context.  This is to be delivered through fun learning with games, rhymes and songs and will be a foundation for learning in Key Stage 2.

In conclusion, MFL teaching and learning at Woodheys Primary School focuses on children’s enjoyment of foreign language learning, and leaves children with a feeling of well-being and greater self-esteem.  The small components of work allow pupils to achieve something in each lesson, leading to a regular sense of progression.
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