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Year 3 & 4 Newsletter – Spring Term, 2009
Dear Parents,

Happy New Year 2009!

We hope you had a super holiday. We are looking forward to lighter nights, a change in the weather and new life springing up around us. An exciting new term’s work is starting which we are sure the children will enjoy. 
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Events for this term will include: 

· Border Moves Dance workshop 22nd Jan.
· National family Week starts 28th Jan.
· Book Fair starts 30th Jan.
· January Sale  3pm – 4.30pm 30th Jan

· Story Telling Day 2nd Feb.
· Year 4 visit to Hindu Temple 4th Feb

· Parents Assoc Meeting 7.00pm 9th Feb

· Y3 Multiskills at Ashton on Mersey 11th Feb
· Key Stage 2 Disco 3.30pm 13th Feb

· Own Clothes Day 13th Feb

     School closes normal time

· School reopens 23rd Feb
This letter presents a brief outline of the work we hope to cover in the main core curriculum subjects during the Spring Term.

Homework
We would like to thank parents for the excellent support you have provided. Children undoubtedly appreciate this as they rely on parental interest, encouragement and occasional help; the latter reinforces understanding of topics introduced in class. Ensuring this work is of a high standard and that it is submitted on time provides additional, invaluable support.

We look forward to working together throughout the remainder of the school year, enabling each child to reach his or her full potential, confident in the knowledge that support is at hand in school and at home.
Literacy 
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In the Literacy hour we continue to cover the following objectives:

.phonics and spellings;

.comprehension work;

.practice in grammar, punctuation and sentence construction; 

.group reading and writing.

We continue to stress the importance of home reading and spellings. Your parental support in this is crucial and we are seeing great improvements in the children’s achievements, thank you for your assistance.

Each year group has a different range of texts.
Year 3
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Year 4

Year 4
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To support our non-fiction studies it would be helpful to encourage your children to read articles on a variety of issues. To enrich our global awareness please could the children cut out any articles on issues such as, extreme weather conditions and global warming, to share with their class? This will link with our Geography topic ‘Weather Around the World.’
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Numeracy

The teaching programme for each Numeracy group in years 3 and 4 will include:

· counting, partitioning and calculating (addition and subtraction, tables and multiplying by10 and 100);
· Securing number facts, understanding shape (rounding, doubling and halving, securing bond to 100, identifying and classifying 2-D and   3-D shape);

· Handling data and measures (bar charts, Venn diagrams and tables, using metric units and numbered scales);

· Calculating, measuring and understanding shape ( addition and subtraction for money, using multiplication tables, compass direction, metric measures);

· Securing number facts, relationships and calculating ( derive and recall multiplication facts, one and two step problems and finding fractions of shapes and quantities);
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Science

The programmes of study for this term are based on:

· Rocks and soils

· Characteristics of materials

Religious Education

The work covered is in accordance with the Trafford recommended syllabus. This term we will study Buddhism and later, the build up to the Easter celebration.
History

Our topic this term will be an introduction to the Ancient Greek Civilization. We will link this to drama, myths, legends and writing play scripts.
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This term we will be looking at Weather Around the World. We will be investigating types of climate and how this affects the people who live in different conditions
Art
In our art lessons we will be investigating the methods used to portray relationships in paintings and producing our own interpretations. We will also investigate the use of textures in paintings.

Music

This term we will be exploring rhythmic patterns. We will also be listening to Peter and the Wolf and The Carnival of the Animals to inspire us to create our own animal music.
ICT

During ICT lessons we will be continuing to improve our word processing and presentation skills. This will include formatting, importing images and using borders. We will use the internet to find resources linked to our Geography topic.
PSHCE

The topic for this term is Community and the Environment. This will include;

· Making our New Year’s Resolutions, 

· Investigating the recycling of different materials,

·  Positive behaviour and raising self esteem.
Physical Education

Children will receive lessons in invasion and net games.  Please remember your child’s warm outdoor clothes for this term. Year 4 children will continue to have swimming lessons on a Friday.
General Reminders
· Year 3 & 4 must remember PE kit on Wednesdays and Fridays.
· Homework books and homework set must return to school every MONDAY. Testing will take place on Mondays.
· Please remember to check your child’s homework and sign homework diaries in time for Mondays.

· Please continue to hear your child read and sign the reading record book to say you have done so.

· Please remember to send in your child’s reading record and reading book every day.
We are looking forward to a happy and enjoyable Spring Term. 

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Keeley, Mrs. Byers, Mrs. Hitchcock, Miss Ashraf, Mrs. Eyden and Mrs. Bloor.

Range


Fiction and poetry:   (i) stories with familiar settings; related themes,


                           (ii) oral and performance poetry from different cultures,                       


                           (iii) Myths, legends, fables and traditional tales,


Non-Fiction: (i) instructions; 


                 (ii) dictionaries without illustrations;  


                 (iii) thesauruses





Range


Fiction and poetry: (i) stories, novels about imaginary                   


                  worlds; adventure stories,


                          (ii) stories in series,                    


                          (iii) classic and modern poetry, including poetry from different                     


                            cultures


Non-Fiction: (i) instructions and explanation,


                (ii) information books related to other curriculum                    


                areas e.g. history
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Listening to Parents Views


We do highly value your comments/ideas. Please communicate with us through Homework Diaries, letters, ideas placed in our suggestion box in the front foyer, at Parents Evening or by completing our annual questionnaires. 


Our Governors are always readily available for you to contact, or you can contact Mrs. Daniels through the school office.


Please complete the slip below if you have any comments.


Woodheys Primary School


Comments / Suggestions:   __________________________________











Signed Parent/ Guardian:  ___________________________________


Child’s Name ( optional ) ___________________________________








